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F. P. A. Luncheon Discussion 
The First of the 1922-1923 Series 
Saturday, October 7th — 12:45 
HOTEL ASTOR 
Subject: “The Crisis in the Near East.” 
Dr. Herbert Adams Gibbons, just re- 
turned from Asia Minor, and representa- 


Periodic: 


Library of Congress 


| oe — . 
l Division, 


; , Mashington, D, C 
tives of the Turkish and Greek points of se ei alte . . 





view will speak. | 
Covers: F. P. A. members $2.00 each; | 
non-members $3.00 each. 
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HASTLY as is the slaughter of 

thousands—perhaps hundreds of 
thousands —of non-combatants during 
the last few weeks in Asia Minor, this 
loss of life may be only the prelude to a 
renewal of warfare throughout much 
of Eastern Europe and Western Asia. 
The diplomats face essentially the same 
problem now as in July, 1914. The im- 
mediate issues now, as then, are local. 
The indirect issues now, as then, have 
ramifications throughout all Europe and 
Asia. The great powers, as eight years 
ago, are actuated by sharply divergent 
motives. Their conflicting policies again 
threaten. to prevent, as they did before 
the great war, a successful “peace con- 
ference.” 

Great Powers Disagree 


Italy, France and Russia are admitted- 
ly pro-Turkish. All three have connived 
at the Turkish tearing-up of the Treaty 
of Sévres. Some of them have financed 
and equipped the troops of Mustapha 
Kemal. Great Britain, however, revers- 
ing her traditional policy of friendship 
for Turkey, actively supported at the 
Peace Conference the Venizelos claims 
in Asia Minor and, despite the unwel- 
come return of Constantine to the throne, 
has continued tacitly to favor the Greek 
military advance. 

Why? 

Why this strange alignment? Italy is 
jealous of a “greater Greece.” France 
fears British dominance of Constanti- 
nople and the Straits. Soviet Russia, re- 
linquishing the century-old claims of the 
Czar to Constantinople, is opposed to 
British or Allied control of the Darda- 
nelles. It has, therefore, espoused the 
more extreme Turkish pretensions. Rou- 
mania and Jugo-Slavia see in a resurgent 


Turkey a new danger. Bulgaria wel- 
comes the renewal of Turkish claims to 
Adrianople and large portions of Thrace 
because in the resulting shifting of boun- 
daries the Bulgars see an opportunity to 
recover some of their own recent losses. 


The Result 
The result to date is plain. The Treaty 
of Sévres is scrapped. The Greeks are 
definitely out of Asia Minor. The power 
of Mustapha Kemal to negotiate with the 
European powers on a basis of equality 
has been vindicated. 


The Future Uncertain 


But beyond this everything is uncer- 
tain. That Kemal will venture to invade 
the zone of the Straits neutralized by the 
Allies and guarded by their forces is un- 
likely. If France, as the British fear, fol- 
lows the Russian lead, a heavy and per- 
haps final blow will have been struck the 
Entente. 

In the meantime, the Moslem world is 
rejoicing at the Turkish triumphs, caus- 
ing the gravest uneasiness in Downing 


Street. Re LADS 

What ‘of theA Idited States? 
ws is the United States doing to 

prevent an ifiternational débacle? 
Exactly what it did in July, 1914—noth- 
ing! This, despite the overwhelming 
probability that in the event of another 
great international war, forces similar to 
those which decided American policy in 
1917 would again involve this govern- 
ment. Is it too much to ask of our State 
Department that it offer its good offices as 
a medium for the organization of the in- 
ternational conference, without which 
widespread disaster in Europe and Asia 
seems inevitable? 


JAMES G. McDONALD. 
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Baruch Clears the Air 


ERNARD M. BARUCH’S letter to Sen- 
ator Borah of September 12, publish- 
ed in the papers of September 14, in ref- 
erence to allied indebtedness corrects 
certain important misinterpretations grow- 
ing out of the Balfour note on this sub- 
ject and at the same time makes an inter- 
esting and constructive suggestion for 
American policy in relation to these ob- 
ligations. The British government was 
ill-advised when it permitted Lord Balfour 
to philosophize about the moral aspects 
of these financial commitments. No pro- 
gress can be made in that direction. Mr. 
Baruch’s suggestion that in considering 
cancellation or reduction of the allied in- 
debtedness, a distinction be drawn be- 
tween those for commercial and those for 
military purposes, is sound. It may offer 
the most practicable basis for the begin- 
ning of a realistic discussion of this dif- 
ficult question. 
Mr. Baruch is on equally firm ground 
when he concludes his letter as follows: 
“In my opinion it is useless to consider either 
the German reparation or the readjustment of 
the inter-allied debts by themselves; because 
they are but two symptoms of a disease that lies 
deeper. These probiems should be treated as a 
whole so as to leave all peoples in the various 
countries free to go back to work under condi- 


tions that will cause them to look forward with 
hope and not backward with hate.” 


The Second Week of the Assembly 


HE startling news from Asia Minor 
and the organization of the Assembly 
into various committees have reduced the 
news from Geneva during the last week 
to a minimum. Admission of Hungary to 
membership now leaves only two ex-enemy 


states outside—Turkey and Germany. In 
view of this fact, critics of the League who 
insist on speaking of it as “an alliance of 
victors” are grossly unfair. 

An estimate of this Assembly’s import- 
ance can be made only after the various 
committees have reported and action in 
plenary session has been taken. In the 
meantime, the leaders of the League have 
wisely refused to be made the scapegoat 
for the Allies’ errors by accepting the sug- 
gestion thrown out by Lloyd George that 
the Near Eastern impasse be turned over 
to the Council or the Assembly for settle- 
ment. 

A Brilliant League Advocate 

M. MAHMOOD, President of the Ox- 
ford International Assembly, _ brilliant 
speaker and thorough student of the work 
of the League, is in this country for a few 
months. He is available for lectures with- 
out fee, in the neighborhood of New York 
and New England until October 28; in the 
far west and northwest during November 
and in the middie west the first two weeks 
in December. Inquiries in reference to en- 
gagements should be addressed to: Miss 
Margaret Alexander, 407 West 117th St., 
New York City. Mr. Mahmood, represent- 


Two 








ing as he does the international group in 
Oxford University, discusses the League’s 
activities from a particularly broad and 
cosmopolitan point of view. To an excep- 
tional degree for a non-American, he un- 
derstands the prevailing public sentiment 
in this country and speaks, therefore, with 
special effectiveness. F. P. A. members 
who can secure him for their clubs and 
organizations will be fortunate. 


Status of Washington Treaties 


Members of the Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation will be interested in the present 
status of the treaties and convention re- 
sulting from the Washington Conference. 
The following summary is based on ma- 
terial supplied by Mr. Denys P. Myers 
whose work as Corresponding Secretary 
and Librarian of the World Peace Foun- 
dation is of great value to students and 
to all writers on international affairs. 

“The documents of the Washington Confer- 
ence are of two sorts—treaties requiring ratifi- 
cation and resolutions effective when passed in 
plenary session. Some resolutions, however, 
call for appointments or action which will not 
be taken until the approximate time for the de- 
posit of ratifications of the treaties. As to the 
treaties, the status of the principal parties is as 
follows: 

United States: Awaiting ratification by the 
President, to be scheduled juS. in advance of 
deposit of all ratifications; 

Japan: Executive ratifications made and on 
the way to Washington for deposit; 

British Empire: Enabling act through Parlia- 
ment. Australia, Canada, South Africa and In- 
dia have passed appropriate ratifying act; New- 
foundland not yet. When all dominions have 
acted, ratification in the name of the British 
Empire will be made by King George and for- 
warded to Washington for deposit. The King 
ratifies for the United Kingdom and all colonial 
possessions not of dominion status. (The pro- 
tocol of ratification will be interesting to watch 
for any reference it makes to lreiand.) 

Italy: No action, but no question as to ratifi- 
cation. 

France: Question hung up in Commission of 
Foreign Affairs of the Chamber. Report not 
due until convening of Parliament in October. 
A fight, probably unsuccessful, is portended en 
the limitation of naval armaments treaty, based 
on the French dislike to being a second-rate 
naval power. 

It is probable that ratifications will not be 
deposited and the treaties become effective until 
Armistice Day. Extra conference treaties be- 
tween the United States and Japan with refer- 
ence to Yap and between China and Japan with 
reference to Shantung are both in effect.” 


Mexican Progress 


HE Mexican Chamber of Deputies has 

approved unanimously the financial 
agreement recently negotiated by Secre- 
tary of Treasury De la Huerta and the 
International Committee of Bankers, thus 
giving one more indication of Mexico’s de- 
termination to meet her just obligations. 
At almost the same time Japan announced 
that her minister accredited to the Obre- 
gon government would leave for Mexico by 
the end of this month. 





Checks should be made payable to Ropert H. 
GARDINER, Treas., 3 West 29th St., New York City. 





